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SAMPLE VALVES
When it comes to collecting fluids that represent what is circulating through components, nothing beats 
sample valves. The speed and cleanliness of the sample ensures your test results provide accurate,  
relevant maintenance recommendations.

WHAT ARE SAMPLE VALVES?

BENEFITS

Also referred to as installed sampling devices, valves 
include a variety of permanent attachments to  
equipment that allow you to collect oil or coolant  
directly from a closed system. Valves range from simple 
push-buttons placed directly on a return line to long 
tubes that travel to an easy-to-access rail.  

Sample valves are one of those rare improvements that 
pay for themselves over time. The cost of the valve and 
the labor to install it is quickly recovered by the time 
saved when collecting the next few samples. Not only 
that, but the samples are taken directly from fluid 
 traveling through the component and don’t expose the 
system to outside contamination.
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VACUUM PUMP ALONE
INSTALLED SAMPLING DEVICE

Labor calculated at $60 per hour. Cost of vacuum pump, tubing, pins, couplers and caps not included.  

NUMBER OF SAMPLES
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AN INDUSTRY BEST PRACTICE
The speed and cleanliness of sample valves can’t be matched by any other collection technique.

DRAIN CATCH
Slipping a sample bottle into the fluid stream is quick and doesn’t require equipment, but it is the least 
representative sample you can collect. Even if the fluid is still at operating temperature, there’s a high 
chance of collecting debris from the bottom of the sump. In addition, it’s almost guaranteed to spread 
fluid on the outside of the sample bottle.  

VACUUM PUMP
Slipping a tube into a sump and vacuuming out fluids is by far the most common method of collecting 
samples, and for good reason. Taken properly, these samples provide representative samples with little 
chance for outside collection. They work on both unpressurized and pressurized systems when shut 
down.

However, time is money. Multiply the number of components you sample by the time it takes to 
measure out tubing, fit it into the pump, slip it into the sump, vacuum out the fluid and dispose of the 
tubing. And this doesn’t take into consideration the actual cost of tubing and vacuum pumps.

THE RIGHT VALVES FOR YOUR EQUIPMENT
Selecting the right valve for your equipment depends on the equipment 
type and how clean the environment is. 

• Push-Button: Pushing a button on the valve allows the system 
pressure to fill the sample jar held underneath.

• Push Pin: A “pin” or “needle” is inserted to open the port, and 
system pressure (or a vacuum pump in unpressurized systems) 
pushes the fluid through a tube. The other end of the tube is held 
by a sample jar cap so the fluid can be collected without expo-
sure to environmental contamination.

• Minimess: A reusable coupler attaches to the sample valve and opens the 
port. Fluid flows through tubing and the sample jar via a cap. The cap and tubing are disposed 
of, but the coupler can be re-used without cleaning.
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Unpressurized System - 
Clean Environment C I I R
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TYPE OF SAMPLING DEVICE

I = Incompatible  /  C = Compatible  /  R = Recommended

Sample valves can be purchased through the HORIZON® online store. Click the “Supplies” tab and scroll down 
to the “Valves” section to see the sizes available. Contact custserv@eoilreports.com for additional assistance. 

push button valve


